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Here are Top Ten Tips on How to Teach Reading
1.  Read Aloud.
No child is ever too old to be read to and reading to a child is the most powerful of all tools we have to teach our children the beauty of language, the lilt of grammar and the meaning of text. Beyond all this, when we read to children we are modeling the love of story and language that compels us to learn how to read.

2. Help the child select reading material that matches his or her passions.
Too often we are forcing reading into children’s hands that does not interest them at all. By asking them what interests them, what are they wondering about and what excites them, we can match books to them that truly suit their learning journeys.

3. Match books and reading material to the child’s reading level.
You don’t have to be a teacher to learn how to do this. In the classroom, great teachers have systems and assessments for how to measure children’s reading levels, but even in the home, you can pay close attention to how easy it is for a child to read through a page. If a child stumbles over literally more than one word per sentence, the reading material is too hard. If at the end of a page you ask the child what they just read and they cannot retell it to you, it is most likely this material is too hard. Most children gravitate very naturally towards books at their levels when given the opportunity and when conversation about this is honest and real.  For teachers, assessments such as the DRA and Fountas and Pinnel’s systems are very helpful and can help teachers match books to children.

4.  Focus on comprehension.
Celebrate the child’s capacity to retell the story or to share insights he’s had as he is reading. Ask him: What about this reading makes you wonder? What kinds of questions come up for you? What in this book relates to your experience? These are all valuable questions to ask the child and prompt a deeper reading of the text than merely sounding out words.

5. Help the child build stamina.
The way I describe stamina is that it’s all about reading “long and strong”. The excellent reader can sustain reading stamina for longer and longer periods of time. Help your children build stamina by setting realistic goals of small increments of time and then building them up.

6. Create time for reading.
This seems simple but truly the lives of children have gotten busier than ever before. Encircle reading time with value by making it sacrosanct: nothing interrupts it.

7.  Make reading and writing connections.
I always say reading is like breathing in and writing is like breathing out. Offer fun and exciting ways your children can respond to text through writing, whether on paper or online children have strong feelings about what they read and love to share them.

8. Let reading become lively.
Reading does not have to happen in isolation or in silence. Children love to respond to text with dramatic interpretation, group art projects and collaborative group talk about a book or a poem. Make sure your reading community feels joyous and community spirited.

9.  Build a vibrant reading environment.
Make sure you have a wide range of texts available, both fiction AND nonfiction, comics, manuals, blogsites, cereal boxes, you name it, the world is alive with words. Children need to see that reading is far more than just the chapter book (although we love those too!)

10. Be a passionate reader yourself.
Find out what you love as a reader and let your children know about it. You are a great mentor and role model for them. It is of the utmost importance that they see what is important about reading and why you love it. Let your spirit be contagious.
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